Growth and form of the fourth-stage larvae and early adults of Ascaris suum Goeze, 1782 (Nematoda: Ascaridoidea) developing in pigs.
The fourth-stage larvae and adults of Ascaris suum were studied as they developed in the pig intestine from 11 to 22 days after infection. This is a period of rapid growth, in which both sexes increase approximately ten-fold in body length. Further examination of females showed the length increase to be positively allometric with respect to body diameter. The genital primordium in early fourth stage is at the same relative position along the length of the body as it is in the newly hatched larva. During development from fourth stage to adulthood the greater growth of the posterior part of the worm causes the relative position of the developing vulva to shift anteriad.